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ivOV.  3,1930     .  MO 

LOOKING  OVER  THE  STAMPS. 

Criticism  has  been  directed  at  the  Postoffice  De- 
partment of  late  because  the  series  of  postage  stamps 
in  foe.-  increasingly  becomes  a  portrait  gallery  of 
Republicans.  The  latest  addition  is  the  genial  mus- 
tached  and  well-rounded  countenance  of  Taft,  which 
caused  the  removal  for  bench  duty  of  the  long  fa- 
miliar profile  of  Martha  Washington.  Obviously,  ob- 
serves the  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  Martha  must 
have  been  a  Democrat.  Whether  she  was  or  not,  the 
record  does  speak  for  itself.  Hayes,  Benjamin  Harri- 
son, Garfield  and  McKinley,  as  well  as  Lincoln,  Roose- 
velt and  Grant  make  a  strong  case.  iUven  Harding, 
whose  memorial  stands  undedicated,  is  on  the  much 
used  l'/i-cent  denomination.  Jefferson  is  on  the 
9,  Cleveland  on  the  12  and  Wilson  on  the  17,  all 
varieties  of  lesser  use.  Andrew  Jackson,  exponent 
of  the  people's  democracy  in  the  White  House  for 
two  terms,  does  not  have  a  stamp,  whereas  the  buf- 
falo, the  Arlington  Memorial  and  Niagara  Falls  do. 
/  The  point  we  would  make  is  not  that  our  .stamps 
should  not  constitute  a  Republican  picture  gallery, 
but  that  they  should  notf  In  the  main  constitute  a 
political  gaJlerjE  afe  aU* /  STe  loo\s,  a$  th%  G&raas 


stamps  with  their  fine  faces  like  Goethe,  Kant, 
Beethoven,  Bach  and  other  leaders  in  the  world  of 
culture  Is  to  admire  the  taste  of  the  German  stamp 
designers.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  Americans 
would  welcome  faces  other  than  those  of  politicians 
and  office  holders.  Would  not  Robert  Fulton,  Haw- 
thorne and  James  Russell  Lowell  adorn  our  stamps 
as  well  as  Hayes,  Harrison  and  McKinley? 


HOW   THEY  RATE  \ 


I 


mar  a  good  specimen  lying  alongside. 
Prices,  as  indicated,  range  from  a  mini- 
mum of  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  upwards  to 
five  and  ten  dollars,  with  still  higher 
prices  for  rarities.  Some  individuals,  es- 
pecially the  "big  city"  chaps  who  go  to 
New  England  summer  resorts  and  open 
a  shoppe  with  which  to  beguile  dollars 
from  the  "big  city"  fellow  citizens,  may 
attempt  to  extort  fancy  prices  from  the 
novice.  It  is  much  better  to  find  a  dealer 
who  has  a  modest  store  in  a  permanent 
location,  where  he  can  be  found  in  season 
and  out  of  season.  Do  your  own  buying, 
aside  from  shopping  about  in  out  of  the 
way  places,  from  an  established  dealer 
who  will  take  as  much  pleasure  in  locat- 
ing a  needed  specimen  for  you  as  you  do 
in  acquiring  it.  Many  of  my  best  medals 
cost  only  two  to  three  dollars.  I  seldom 
pay  over  five  dollars,  as  there  are 
enough  to  be  had  in  the  lower  brackets 
with  which  to  develop  an  interesting  col- 
lection, one  which  will  not  take  up  much 
room  and  which  can  be  stored  in  a  safe- 
deposit  vault  when  necessary. 

Silver  Coins 

of  King  Kalakaua 

The  first  and  only  silver  coins  for  Hawaii 
were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  in 
1883.  The  issue  is  of  particular  interest 
to  collectors  for  Hawaii  is  now  a  territory 


of  the  United  States  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  another  distinctive  coinage  will  ever 
be  issued. 


King  Kalakaua  who  is  featured  on  these 
coins  was  elected  in  1874.  He  visited  the 
United  States  in  1874  and  in  1875  a  re- 
ciprocity treaty  was  arranged  between  the 
two  countries.  In  1881  he  made  a  tour 
of  the  world  and  was  given  a  royal  wel- 
come in  each  country  he  visited.  Such  at- 
tention apparently  went  to  his  head.  He 
was  wasteful  in  his  expenditures,  person- 
ally corrupt,  and  responsible  for  religious 
bitterness  amongst  his  subjects.  He  was 
(Continued  on  page  66) 


Domestic  Coinage  Executed,  By  Mints 

During  the  Month  of  February,  1939 


Denomination 


Philadelphia    San  Francisco 


Denver 


Total  Value   Total  Pieces 


SILVER 
Half   dollars — regular 

Quarter  dollars   

Dimes   


Total  silver 


$165,000.00 
34,000.00 
165,000.00 

$364.000.00 


$100,000.00 


$165,000.00  330,000 
34,000.00  136,000 
265,000.00  2,650,000 


$100,000.00  $464,000.00 


3,116,000 


MINOR 


Five-cent  nickels 
One-cent  bronze 


Total  minor   

Total  domestic  coinage 


$304,450.00 
73,860.00 

$378,310.00 

$742.310.00 


$14,900.00 
$14,900.00 


615,000.00 


$304,450.00 
103,760.00 


6,089,000 
10,376,000 


$15,000.00      $408,210.00  16,465,000 


$14,900.00  $115,000.00 


72',210.00  19,581,000 


COINAGE  EXECUTED  FOR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 

At  Philadelphia  Mint 

Cuba    Silver  .  . . 


900  fine 


1  Peso    2,500,000  pieces 
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Presidential  Series— 


Value 
Cents 

Color 

Scott's 
No. 

Subject 

No. 
President 

1st  Day 
1938 

1st  Day 
Covers  x 

Covers 
in 

blks.  of  4 
(incl. ) 

N  umber 

of 
Stamps 
Sold 

Amount 
of  1st  Day 
S'ales 

lA 

Orange 

803 

Franklin 

May 

19 

224,901 

1,483,756 

$7,418.78 

1 

Green 

804 

Washington 

1 

April 

^5 

124,037 

l,U54,4oo 

1  A   C  A  A    O  O 

1 Y2 

Brown 

805 

Martha  Washington 

May 

5 

128.339 

7  0  0  1  in 
/zy ,  1 4U 

1  n  0  3 7  in 

Red 

806 

*Adams 

2 

June 

3 

127.806 

676,056 

13,521.12 

3 

Purple 

807 

Jefferson 

3 

June 

16 

110  no  7 

1 1  o.uy  / 

17  \ Q  7  QQ 

4 

Pink 

808 

Madison 

4 

July 

1 

1 18,765 

3 1 1 ,733 

10  A  £ O  2  9 

Ebony  gray 

809 

White  House 

July 

11 

1 1 5,820 

290,763 

13  no  i  34 

5 

Blue 

810 

Monroe 

5 

July 

2'1 

98,282 

254,03  5 

it  7(11    7  C 

6 

Red-orange 

811 

*Adams 

6 

July 

28 

97,428 

232,184 

13,931.04 

7 

Sepia 

812 

Jackson 

7 

Aug. 

4 

98,414 

254,069 

8 

Olive 

813 

*Van  Buren 

8 

Aug. 

11 

94,857 

202,832 

16,226.56 

9 

Light  pink 

X14 

*W.  H.  Harrison 

9 

Aug. 

18 

91,229 

174,390 

15.695.10 

in 

Salmon 

815 

•Tyler 

10 

Sept. 

2 

84,707 

153,484 

15,348.40 

11 

Blue 

816 

*Polk 

11 

S'ept. 

8 

63,966 

119,346 

13,128.06 

12 

Lavender 

817 

Taylor 

12 

Sept. 

14 

62,935 

114,994 

13,799.28 

13 

Green 

818 

'"Fillmore 

13 

Sept. 

22 

58,965 

184,094 

14,832'.22 

1 4 

TJ 1 ,  ,  „ 

rilue 

819 

*Pierce 

14 

Oct. 

6 

49,819 

2538 

124,596 

17  Ail  A  A 

15 

Gray 

820 

"Buchanan 

15 

Oct. 

13 

52,209 

4120 

108,723 

16,308.45 

16 

Black 

821 

Lincoln 

16 

Oct. 

20 

59,566 

7085 

105,324 

16,851.84 

17 

Crimson 

822 

"Johnson 

17 

Oct. 

27 

55,024 

6179 

99,889 

16,981.13 

tl8 

Red  brown 

823 

Grant 

18 

Nov. 

3 

53,124 

5961 

98,827 

17,788.86 

1 1 9 

Lilac 

824 

Hayes 

19 

Nov. 

10 

54,030 

6049 

86,415 

10,4  1 0.0  J 

20 

Dark  green 

825 

Garfield 

20 

Nov. 

10 

44,938 

5977 

85,805 

17  1  £.  1  nn 
1  /  ,  1 6 1  .UU 

t21 

Meel  blue 

82'6 

Arthur 

21 

Nov. 

22 

44,367 

5029 

78,359 

16,455.39 

f22' 

Dark  red 

827 

Cleveland 

22-24 

Nov. 

22 

44,358 

4818 

73,934 

16,265.48 

t24 

Gray 

828 

B.  Harrison 

23 

Dec. 

2" 

46,592 

5238 

76,232 

18,295.68 

25 

Burgundy 

829 

McKinley 

25 

Dec. 

2 

45,691 

5132 

76,195 

19,048.75 

30 

Blue 

830 

Roosevelt 

26 

Dec. 

8 

43,528 

4812 

67,067 

20,120.10 

50 

Lavender 

831 

Taft 

27 

Dec. 

8 

41,984 

4604 

62,576 

31,288.00 

$1 

Violet,  black 

832 

Wilson 

28 

Aug. 

29 

24,618 

31,312 

31,312.00 

$2 

Green,  black 

833 

Harding 

29 

Sept. 

29 

19,895 

2'4,766 

49,532.00 

$5 

Red,  black 

834 

*Coolidge 

30 

Nov. 

17 

15,615 

766 

19,600 

98,000.00 

*  Presidents  not  previously  shown  on  stamps  of  the  United  States,  t  New  Denominations.  x  All  First 
Day  Covers  issued  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  except  the  *4c  Franklin,  which  was  issued  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
7  The  original  design  of  the  series  was  by  Miss  Elaine  Rawhnson  of  New  York  City,  who  won  first  prize  in 
a  nation  wide  contest. 


Data  on  Stamps 


Artist 

Engraver 
Portrait 

Engraver 
Lettering 

Engraving  Taken  From 

William  K.  Schrage 

John  Eissler 

James  T.  Vail 

Statue  by  James  Earle  Fraser,  at  Franklin  Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

y  Miss  Elaine  Rawlinson 

John  Eissler 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Jean  Antoine  Houdon  made  in  1875,  now 
at  Mount  Vernon. 

Miss  Elaine  Rawlinson 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Mrs.  L.  MacDonald  Fleeth,  now  m  pos- 
session of  D.  A.  R. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Daniel  Chester  French,  now  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate  Gallery. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  T.  Arlt 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Jean  Antoine  Houdon,  now  in  Congres- 
sional Library. 

William  K.  Schrage 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  F.  William  Sievers,  in  Virginia  State  Capi- 
tol, Richmond,  Va. 

William  K.  Schrage 

James  R.  Lowe 

E.  M.  Weeks 
and  J.  T.  Vail 

Photograph  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing. 

Robert  L.  Miller 

John  Eissler 

James  T.  Vail 

Engraving  from  a  medal  furnishing  by  U.  S.  Mint. 

William  K.  Schrage 

Frederick  Paulding 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  John  Cruckshanks  King,  now  in  U.  S. 
Capitol. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Belle  Kinney  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  New 
York  City. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  U.  S.  J.  Dunbar,  now  in  the  United  States 
Senate  Gallery. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust   by   Chester  Beach,   now   in   Virginia  State 
Capitol,  Richmond,  Va. 

William  K.  Schrage 

C.  A.  Arlt 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Charles  Keck,  now  in  the  Virginia  State 
Capitol  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Robert  L.  Miller,  Jr. 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

James  T.  Vail 

Presidential  medal  prepared  by  the  U.   S.  Mint, 
designer  of  the  medal  unknown. 

William  K.  Schrage 

John  Eissler 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  F.  William  Siebers,  now  in  the  rotunda 
of  the  State  Capitol  at  Richmond,  Va. 

William  K.  Schrage 

F.  Paulding 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  now  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

William  K.  Schrage 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

James  T.  Vail 

Presidential  medal  furnished  by  U.  S.  Mint. 

Robert  L.  Miller,  Jr. 

Charles  Ai  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Henry  Dexter,  now  in  the  National  Mu- 
seum. 

William  K.  Schrage 

Carl  T.  Arlt 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Sarah  Fisher  Ames,  now  in  the  Senate 
Gallery. 

William  K.  Schrage 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  William  C.  McCauslen,  now  in  the  Senate 
Gallery. 

William  A.  Roach 

Frederick  Paulding 

Alton  Payne 

Statue  bv  Frankli'i  Simmons,  now  in  the  rotunda 
of  the  U.  S.  Capitol. 

Robert  L.  Miller,  Jr. 

Charles  A.  Brooks 

G.  L.  Huber 

Presidential  medal  prepared  by  the  U.   S.  Mint, 
designed  by  George  Morgan. 

William  A.  Roach 

Charles  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Presidential  medal  prepared  by  the  U.    S.  Mint, 
designed  by  George  Morgan  and  C.  Barber. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

William  O.  Marks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  now  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate  Gallery. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Matthew  D.  Fenton 

James  T.  Vail 

Presidential  medal  prepared  by  the  U.   S.  Mint, 
designed  by  C.  Barber. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Charles  A.  Brooks 

James  T.  Vail 

Bust  by  Adolph  Weiman,  now  at  the  John  Herron 
Art  Institute,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

James  R.  Lowe 

James  T.  Vail 

Presidential  medal  furnished  hy  the  United  States 
Mint,  design  by  George  Morgan  and  C.  Barber. 

William  A.  Roach 

James  R.  Lowe 

Alton  Payne 

Bust  by  James  E.  Fraser,  now  in  the  U.  S.  Senate. 

William  A.  Roach 

Henry   R.  Rollins 

James  T.  Vail 

Photograph  by  Harris  &  Ewing,  now  in  library  of 
Philadelphia   Bulletin,   Philadelphia,  Fa. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Leo  C.  Kauffmann 

G.  L.  Huber 

Presidential  medal  furnished  by  the  United  States 
Mint,  designed  by  George  Morgan. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

E.  Pauling 

E.  M.  Hall 

Presidential  medal  furnished  by  the  U.  S.  Mint  and 
designed  by  George  Morgan. 

Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr.  John  Eissler  E.  M.  Hall  and    Presidential  medal  furnished  by  the  U.   S.  Mint, 

G.   L.   Huber  designed  by  George  Morgan. 


TRANSPARENT  SHEETING 
FOR  STAMP  PROTECTION 


THE  question  of  proper  transparent 
sheeting  to  use  for  stamp  protection 
and  for  stamp  coverage  has  come  up 
from  time  to  time,  especially  among  the 
newer  collectors  and  a  review  of  this  sub- 
ject at  this  time  is  in  order. 

Any  transparent  material  of  cellulose 
acetate  is  safe,  and  this  material  is  the 
only  kind  used  by  reputable  dealers  in  the 
making  of  stamp  accessories,  such  as  stamp 
mounts,  envelopes,  block  coverings,  etc. 

Cellulose  nitrate  used  so  much  in  the 
so-called  moisture  proof  coverings  is  de- 
leterious to  stamps  in  that  under  the  in- 
fluence of  time,  moisture,  sunlight,  etc., 
the  nitrate  decomposes  and  the  resultant 
oxide  of  nitrogen  reacts  on  the  pigment  in 
the  printing  ink  used  in  printing  stamps 
and  bleaches  it.  This  is  manifested  in  a 
change  of  shade — a  carmine  might  be 


changed  to  brownish  red  or  to  deep 
orange,  etc.  For  this  reason  celluloid 
(cellulose  nitrate)  was  abandoned  years 
ago  by  collectors.  The  solution  of  course 
is  to  adhere  to  the  use  of  cellulose  acetate 
sheeting. 

This  subject  of  stamp  protection  was 
fully  discussed  in  1933  in  Stamps.  Since 
that  time  however,  much  research  has 
been  made  particularly  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  transparent  sheeting  and  we 
are  pleased  to  give  here  the  findings  of 
two  of  the  largest  producers :  The  East- 
man Kodak  Company  and  the  E.  I.  Du- 
Pont  de  Nemours  &  Co.,  Inc. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company 

There  are  several  types  of  transparent 
sheeting  on  the  market  which  are  being 
employed  for  the  protection  of  stamps, 


Presidential  Series— Data  On  Designs 


Denom.  Party  Native  Age  Date  Age 

Cents  Design  Affiliation  of       Date  of  Birth        Inaug.  Inaug.        of  Death  Death 


A 

Benjamin  Franklin   

Fed. 

Mass. 

1706 

1790 

85 

1 

George  Washington   

Fed. 

Va. 

Feb. 

22. 

1732 

1789 

57 

Dec. 

14, 

1799 

67 

v/2 

Martha  Washington   

Fed. 

1732 

2 

Fed. 

Mass. 

Oct. 

30, 

1735 

1797 

61 

Tuly 

4, 

1826 

90 

3 

Thomas  Tefferson   

Rep.-Dem. 

Va. 

April 

13, 

1743 

1801 

57 

July 

4, 

1826 

83 

4 

Tames  Madison   

Rep.-Dem. 

Va. 

Mar. 

16, 

1751 

1809 

57 

.tune 

28, 

1836 

85 

4  A 

5 

Tames  Monroe  

Rep.-Dem. 

VaV 

April 

28, 

1758 

isi  7 

58 

July 

4, 

1831 

73 

6 

Tohn  Quincy  Adams   

Rep.-Dem. 

Mass. 

July 

11, 

1767 

1825 

57 

Feb. 

23, 

1848 

80 

7 

Andrew  Tackson   

Dem. 

S.  C. 

Mar. 

15, 

1767 

1829 

61 

June 

8, 

1845 

78 

8 

Dem. 

N.  Y. 

Dec. 

5, 

1782 

1837 

54 

July 

24. 

1862 

79 

9 

William  Henry  Harrison... 

Whig 

Va. 

Feb. 

9, 

1773 

1841 

68 

April 

4. 

1S41 

68 

10 

Dem. 

Va. 

Mar. 

29, 

1790 

1841 

51 

Jan. 

17, 

1862 

71 

11 

Dem. 

N.  C. 

Nov. 

2, 

1795 

1845 

49 

Tune 

15, 

1849 

53 

12 

Whig 

Va. 

Nov. 

24, 

1784 

1849 

64 

July 

9, 

1850 

65 

13 

Millard  Fillmore  

Whig 

N.  Y. 

Jan. 

7, 

1800 

1850 

50 

Mar. 

8. 

1874 

74 

14 

Dem. 

N.  H. 

Nov. 

23, 

1804 

1853 

48 

Oct. 

8, 

1869 

64 

15 

Dem. 

Pa. 

April 

23, 

1791 

1857 

65 

June 

1 . 

186S 

77 

16 

Abraham  Lincoln  

Rep. 

Ky. 

Feb. 

12, 

1809 

1861 

52 

April 

15, 

1865 

56 

17 

Rep. 

N.  C. 

Dec. 

29, 

1808 

1865 

56 

July 

31, 

1875 

66 

18 

Ulysses  Simpson  Grant.... 

Rep. 

Ohio 

April 

27, 

1822 

1869 

46 

July 

23, 

1885 

63 

19 

Rutherford    Birchard  Hayes 

Rep. 

Ohio 

Oct. 

4, 

1822 

1877 

54 

Jan. 

17, 

1893 

70 

20 

James  Abram  Garfield  

Rep. 

Ohio 

Nov. 

19, 

1831 

1881 

49 

Sept. 

19. 

1881 

49 

21 

Chester  Alan  Arthur  

Rep. 

Vt. 

Oct. 

5, 

1830 

1881 

50 

Nov. 

18, 

1886 

56 

22 

Grover  Cleveland  

Dem. 

N.  H. 

Mar. 

18, 

1837 

1885 

47 

June 

24. 

1908 

71 

24 

Benjamin  Harrison  

Rep. 

Ohio 

Aug. 

20, 

1833 

1889 

55 

Mar. 

13, 

1901 

67 

25 

William  McKinley  

Rep. 

Ohio 

Tan. 

29, 

1843 

1897 

54 

Sept. 

14. 

1901 

58 

.10 

Theodore    Roosevelt.  ....... 

Rep. 

N.  Y. 

Oct. 

27, 

1858 

19(11 

42 

Tan. 

6, 

1919 

61 

50 

William  Howard  Taft  

Rep. 

Ohio 

Sept. 

8, 

1857 

1909 

51 

Mar. 

8, 

1930 

72 

$1 

Dem. 

Va. 

Dec. 

28, 

1856 

1913 

56 

Feb. 

1924 

67 

$2 

Warren   Gamaliel  Harding. 

Rep. 

Ohio 

Nov. 

1865 

1921 

55 

Aug. 

2 

1923 

58 

$5 

Calvin  Coolidge  

Rep. 

Vt. 

July 

4, 

1872 

1923 

51 

Jan. 

1933 

60 

*  First  occupied  in  November,  1800,  by  the  John  Adams.  August  24,  1814,  burned  by  the  British. 
Re-occupied   December,    1817,   by  the  Monroes.     Remodeled  in  1902. 


56 


Western  Stamp  Col]*4«< 
August  14,  1956 


By  WAA.  W.  WYLIE 

First  Day  Statistics 
On  New  U.  S.  Series 

Here  is  a  tabulation  of  the  18 
stamps  of  the  new  regular  U.  S. 
series  with  the  number  of  covers 
cancelled  at  the  first  day  sale  of 
each  of  the  stamps: 

V->$  Franklin  223,122 

H  Washington  272,581 
Mt.  Vernon  270,109 

2  c  Jefferson  307,300 

3c  Liberty  340,001 

4c  Lincoln  374,064 

5c  Monroe  255,650  % 

H  Roosevelt  257/551 § 

7c  Wilson  200,111'  • 

80  Liberty  340,071;'.  bi  fi  I. 

9c.  Alanay  207,ip>,  - 
10c.  Independent  220,930  !  : 
20.iMonti^ly,  147,B.«ft-.-  Jj 
3Dc  tie  1 20,  i66w  Iffeli  .  -  Jf . 
4©c-MaTshall  113,972 
50c  Anthony  110,220  tf 
$1  Henry  80,191  ;t  ;>::  ('.  ij 
$5    Hamilton  34,272  ' 

From  this  tabulation,  n  \$  e|i- 
dent  that  no  more  -  thai)'  *24,2o2 
complete  sets  of  firs^htjBsw-coveik 

of  the  new  U.  S.  series  exist. 

The  most  popular  stamp  of  the 
new  series  (as  measured  by  the 
number  of  first  day  covers  can- 
celled at  least)  is  the  40  with  the 
portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  This 
stamp  had  its  first  day  sale  Nov. 
19,  1954  at  the  A.S.D.A.  National 
Postage  Stamp  Show  in  New 
York  City  and  the  total  number 
of  covers  cancelled  without  a 
doubt  reflects  the  enthusiasm 
generated  by  a  first  day  sale  at 
a  major  philatelic  event  as  well 
as  the  popularity  of  the  stamp's 
subject. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  total 
number  of  covers  for  the  8<i 
stamp  in  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
design  is  considerably  greater 
than  the  total  for  either  the  5c, 
6c,  7c,  90  or  10c  stamps.  This 
may  be  explained  that  not  only 
was  it  the  first  stamp  of  the  new 
series,  but  because  it  was  a  bi- 
color  its  first  day  sale  April  9, 
1954  attracted  more  than  ordi- 
nary philatelic  attention. 

We  shouldn't  forget,  of  course, 
that  the  new  U.  S.  series  includes 
a  booklet  variety  of  the  3c  and 
coil  stamps  of  the  10,  2c  and  30 
values.  Statistics  on  the  first  day 
covers  of  these  varieties  follow: 


U  coil  196,318 
2c  coil  162,050 
3c  coil  137,139 
3c  booklet  131,839 

When  we  compare  first  day 
statistics  of  the  stamps  of  the 
new  U.  S.  series  with  t ho  figures 
for  corresponding  values  of  the 
1938  presidential  series  we  note 
that  with  one  exception  the 
records  are  held  by  the  stamps  of 
the  new  series.  In  must  cases 
about  twice  as  many  first  day 
covers  of  the  stamps  of  the  new 
set  were  cancelled  at  first  day 
sales  than  were  cancelled  when 
corresponding  values  were  placed 
on  first  day  sale  in  1938.  In  a  few 
cases  the  number  of  covers  can- 
celled is  more  than  three  times 
the  1938  total  for  the  same  stamp. 

The  exception,  curiously 
enough,  is  the  lowest  value  of  the 
new  series  for  in  1938  about  1,000 
more  first  day  covers  of  the  \'i<t 
Franklin  stamp  were  cancelled  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  than  were  can- 
celled in  the  same  city  Oct.  20, 
1955  when  the  '^c  value  of  the 
new  series  (also  bearing  the 
Franklin  portrait)  was  placed  on 
first  day  sale. 

Following  are  first  day  cover 
totals    for    stamps    of    the  1938 


presidential  series  which  have 
equivalent  values  in  the  new 
regular  series: 


V.,(,  _ 

224,901 

U  - 

124,037 

vki-  - 

128,339 

2<-  - 

127.806 

3  c  - 

118,197 

4c  - 

118,765 

5r  - 

98,272 

H  - 

97,428 

it  - 

93.414 

80  - 

94,357 

9r  - 

91,229 

10C  - 

84,707 

200  - 

51,971 

300  - 

43,528 

500  - 

41,894 

$1  - 

24,618 

$5  - 

16,615 

It  might  be  remarked  that  all 
values  of  the  1938  presidential 
series,  with  the  exception  of  the 
'■:<  Franklin,  were  placed  on  first 
day  sale  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
And  in  the  1938  series  the  Vzt 
value  held  the  record  for  first  day 
cancellations  on  stamps  of  the 
presidential  series.  None  of  the 
other  stamps  of  the  series,  as 
will  be  noted  above,  had  more 
than  128.339  covers  cancelled. 


STAMPS 

SAMUfcLA.  TOWER 


For  National  Archives 


jric  M\h  anniversary  of  lilt 
National  Archives,  the 
eposilory  ol  the  nation's 
cherished  charters  ot  free- 
dom anil  many  othei  official 
documents  that  trac  e  the  course  of  its 
history,  is  being  marked  by  a  new 
commemorative  being  issued  April  16 
in  Washington,  D  C.  The  institution  is 
also  a  storehouse  of  the  nation's  past, 
including  old  maps  and  charts,  photo 
graplis,  motion  picture  films,  sound 
recordings  and  tapes. 

The  documents  that  brought  the  na- 
tion Us  freedom  and  its  government 

—  the  Declaration  ot  Independence, 
the  Constitution  and  the  bill  of  Rights 

—  are  on  permanent  display  in  the 
Exhibition  Hall  of  Hie  stalely  Ar- 
chives building  111  the  Federal  Trian- 
gle between  Pennsylvania  and  Consti- 
tution Avenues  in  the  capital  The 
documents,  always  under  guaiJ,  are 


Profile  s  of  IWb  famous  Presidents 
symbolize  agency's  historic  role. 


sealed  in  bronze  in  helium-filled 
cases  under  special  protective  glass. 
At  Dighl,  at  ihc  flick  of  a  switch,  they 
disappeai  into  an  unseen  vault  below 
where  they  are  shielded  by  tons  of 
Steel  and  thick  walls 

As  keeper  uf  the  nation's  memo- 
ries, the  Archives  has  the  maps  pre- 
pared by  William  Clark  during  his 
1HU3-U)  expedition  with  Merriwether 
Lewis  It  has  the  Civil  War  photo- 
graphs ol  Mathew  Brady,  and  its 
films  date  back  to  President  William 
McKinley's  inauguration  in  law/  Re- 
Searchers  ran  also  explore  a  vignette 
of  American  life  Willi  an  oid  l  ibber 
McGee  and  Molly  radio  bioadcast, 
and  the  Archives  has  the  tapes  that 
icd  to  the  resignation  of  Richard 
Nixon,  the  only  President  to  resign 
his  office. 

The  new  stamp  is  also  intended  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  work  ol  the  nation's 
archivists  lor  their  role  in  preserving 
tlie  nation's  heritage.  Since  19J4  they 
have  examined  and  sorted  billions  of 
items,  and  analyzed,  oigamzed  and 


described  the  two  01  three  percent  ot, 
this  material  that  is  judged  to  have'' 
sufficient  lasting  value  to  be  retained 
in  the  Archives. 

Because  there  was  no  easy  way  to 
translate  what  Hie  National  Archives, 
is  and  what  it  represents  within  the 
confines  of  a  vertical  stamp,  the  de-> 
sign  made  use  of  two  of  the  nation's 
greatest  Presidents,  Washington  and? 
Lincoln,  to  symbolize  its  role  There] 
is  a  silhouette  of  President  Washing- 
ton on  the  right  side  and  a  silhouetu; , 
of  President  Lincoln  With  his  tower.; 
ing  stovepipe  hat  in  the  center  Run? 
rung  up  the  left  side  m  black  type  is? 
the  commemorative  subject  and  the,, 
motto  ol  the  institution,  "What  Is" 
Past  Is  Prologue,"  plus  the  dates 
designatuig  its  half  century.  J 
•  .* 

The  stamp,  produced  by  gruvurv  in- 
tan,  red  and  black,  has  been  designed ' 
by  Michael  David  Brown  of  Rock  • 
ville,  Md  ,  who  had  simiku  piobleiiis' 
of   translation   in   creating  three 
earlier  1SN*4  comnieoioratives  that 
also  marked  half-century  milestones. 
These  were  the  coiiimemorulives  for 
the  Federal  Depusit  Insurance  Corpo- 
ration, for  Soil  and  Water  Conserva-' 
Hon,  and  for  the  Credit  Union  Act  o( 
1934. 

The  (our  stamps  that  he  designed, 
were  all  part  of  a  departure  from, 
tradition    by    [he    Postal  Service,, 
piodured  by  what  the  agency  calls, 
"quaUiant  punting  "  11  lepresciasT 
the  first  lime  in  the  United  States  that 
lour  different  panes  ol  comiueiuora- 
lives  were  simultaneously  piuited  on 
the  stieet  of  200  stamps  with  one  preW" 
operation.  In  its  one  pnoi  effort  in 
this  process,  the  Postal  Service  last 
year  produced  the  detuntive  Official, 
Mail  stamps,  which  shared  a  com- 
mon design  except  for  the  denomina- 
tion. 

Collectors  should  take  note  that 
under  quadrant  pruning  there  are  no  . 
four-position  plate  numbers  and  there, 
will  be  a  six-digit  plate  number  lor 
the  National  Archives  stamp,  even 
though  it  has  been  pruduced  m  only  , 
three  coloi-s  Tins  is  a  result  of  the  ] 
new  pi  ocess.  ' 

Fifty-stamp  panes  oi  National  ai-, 
chives  stamps  were  piouuced  id  lhe,\ 
lower  tell  quadrant  ol  sheets  in  Ihe^ 
uppci  left  weie  panes  of  Ule  Federal 
Deposit  Insuiance  Corporation  issue. - 
The  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
commemorative  was  produced  in  the 
upper  right  quadrant  and  the  Credit, 
Union  Act  commemorative  was1 
produced  in  the  lower  right  quadrant. 
The  sheets  of  stamps,  when  cut  ac- 
cording to  quadrants,  resulted  in- 
panes  ol  the  four  different  issues ., 
Each  issue  was  put  out  at  a  different1 
Continued  on  Puge  41  '''''  » 

■  't 


ARTCRAFT  CREDO 

PORTRAIT  CARDS 


FOR 

FRAMING   •   MOUNTING    •  MAXIMUMS 

The  American  Credo  Series  stamps  recently  released  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  have  prompted  the  publishing  of  this  series  of  ARTCRAFT  maximum 
cards  bearing  a  portrait  of  each  Famous  American  and  the  Credo  for  which 
the  stamp  was  issued.  The  portraits  are  gravure  engraved  on  fine  vellum  5x7 
card  stock  which  makes  them  excellent  for  framing,  album  page  mounting  or 
for  maximum  card  use.  The  finished  portrait  is  more  than  double  the 
reduced  size  shown  in  this  advertisement.  There  are  six  different  portraits 
being  offered  for:  George  Washington,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Francis  Scott  Key.  An  authentic  reproduc- 
tion of  each  man's  signature  appears  beneath  the  portrait.  Only  a  limited 
number  have  been  produced  and  re-runs  may  not  be  made.  We  recommend 
you  order  at  once  .  .  .  order  a  few  of  each  design  and  give  them  to  your 
friends,  your  local  library,  school  or  other  public  buildings  for  framing  and 
hanging  where  all  may  see  these  famous  Americans  and  their  words  that  mean 
so  much  to  the  world  today. 

—  PORTRAIT  CARD  PRICES  — 
25c  EACH 

Set  of  6— $1.45      5  Sets— $7.00      10  Sets— $13.75 


Created  at  considerable  ex- 
pense for  those  who  want 
something  D-i-f-f-e-r-e-n-tl 


Order  early.  Quantities  are 
limited  and  re-runs  are  not 
contemplated. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL  ~~  We  offer  each  of  the  illustrated  maximums  with 
corresponding  Credo  stamp  affixed  and  cancelled  at  the  official  first  day  city 
with  the  first  day  of  issue  "hand  cancellation.  Makes  an  appealing  album  page 
group  or  wall  framing.  Your  choice — 65c  EACH — SET  OF  SIX  $3.60 

WASHINGTON  STAMP  EXCHANGE 


43  William  Street 


Newark  2,  N.  J. 


COLORFUL  LINCOLN  TOPICAL  ALBUM  PAGES 


Collectors  of  Lincolnia  (Lincoln  on  postage 
stamps)  can  now  have  an  album  page 
all  their  own  ...  a  page  especially  designed  for 
mounting  all  United  States  and  foreign 
stamps  which  pay  homage  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 

our  sixteenth  President. 

This  newly  designed  WHITE  ACE  page  of 
permanent  rag  stock  is  handsomely 
lithographed  in  blue,  green  and  red  with  a 
portrait  of  Lincoln,  the  log  cabin  in 
which  he  was  born,  the  White 
House,  in  which  he  lived  as  President,  and  a 
complimentary  border  that  "ties  in" 
the  full  page. 

If  you  have  been  waiting  for  an  album  page 
to  mount  the  many  stamps  honoring 
Lincoln,  your  answer  is  this 
WHITE  ACE  Topical  page. 

There  are  other  WHITE  ACE  Topical  Album 
Pages  covering  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
.  .  .  subjects  of  special  interest  as: 
Animals,  Birds  and  Insects,  Fish,  Flowers, 
Medicine  and  Health,  Music,  Railroads, 
Religion,  Ships,  Sports,  Scouts  and 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt.  Each  of  these  pages  is 
lithographed  in  multi-color  .  .  .  colors  that 
are  specially  chosen  to  compliment  the 
subject.  Punched  and  round  cornered  for  standard 
three-ring  binders,  the  pages  are  81//'  x  11 


ANOTHER  FIRST  FROM  WHITE  ACE 


first  rma 

FOR  YOUR 

<ff!££ 


NOTE  THESE  FEATURES: 

•  ALL  VIEW  CLEAR  PLASTIC  POCKETS 

•  FRONT  AND  BACKBONE  GOLD 
STAMPED  "COVERS" 

•  HARD  LEATHERETTE  BINDING 

•  JIFFY  MOUNTING 

•  EACH  POCKET  HOLDS  TWO  COVERS 

•  NO  BULGING  AT  FULL  CAPACITY 


Here  is  the  new  White  Ace  ALLSYTE  Album  for  mounting  your  larger  covers 
—covers  that  measure  up  to  a  big  4V4"  x  9VSj"  (which  includes  the  commercial 
number  10  size)  ...  a  fitting  companion  to  the  Standard  ALLSYTE  Album 
now  enjoying  its  fifteenth  year  of  collector  acceptance. 

With  this  new  ALLSYTE  Album,  and  the  standard  Allsyte,  all  your  covers 
can  be  uniformly  mounted  in  a  pleasing  arrangement  for  both  complete  pro- 
tection and  exhibition.  The  gold-stamped  title,  "COVERS,"  will  permit  the 
jiffy  mounting  of  not  only  first  day  covers,  but  your  first  flight,  naval  and 
foreign  covers  too.  Each  album  comes  with  pockets  to  hold  up  to  50  of  the 
larger  size  covers  .  .  .  two  covers  back  to  back  in  each  pocket.  No  portion  of 
the  face  of  the  cover  is  obstructed  by  mounting  corners  or  other  types  of 
mounts.  , 

See  the  ALLSYTE  twins  at  your  favorite  stamp  shop  or  order  direct. 


makers  of  philatelic  accessories     THE    WASHINGTON    PRESS     MAPLEW00D,  NEW  JERSEY 


IT'S  GRAND— IT'S  MODERN 


STANDARD 

FIRST  DAY  COVER  ALBUM 

The  Allsyte  Standard  Cover  Album  mounts  your  smaller 
size  covers  in  a  jiffy  -  no  pasting,  no  mounting  corners,  no 
slotting  of  pages  and  the  stuffers  stay  right  in  your  covers 
where  they  belong.  And  .  .  .  that's  not  all  -  the  White  Ace 
Allsyte  Cover  Album  does  much  more  -  it  permits  you  to 
see  the  entire  cover  and  gives  complete  protection  at  the 
same  time.  With  Allsyte  it  is  only  necessary  to  slip  the 
covers  into  the  clear  plastic  pockets  and  the  job  is  finished. 
Each  Allsyte  Standard  Album  comes  complete  with  beauti- 
fully gold-stamped  binder  (as  pictured  on  left)  and  50 
pockets  (each  pocket  for  two  covers)  holding  100  covers 
comfortably  without  bulging  or  squeezing.  Remember  to 
ask  for  ALLSYTE  Albums  ...  by  the  makers  of  famous 
ARTCRAFT    ENGRAVED  First  Day  Cover  Envelopes. 


COLORFUL  LINCOLN  TOPICAL  ALBUM  PAGES 

ANOTHER  FIRST  FROM  WHITE  ACE 


Collectors  of  Lincolnia  (Lincoln  on  postage 
stamps)  can  now  have  an  album  page 
all  their  own  ...  a  page  especially  designed  for 
mounting  all  United  States  and  foreign 
stamps  which  pay  homage  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 

our  sixteenth  President. 

This  newly  designed  WHITE  ACE  page  of 
permanent  rag  stock  is  handsomely 
lithographed  in  blue,  green  and  red  with  a 
portrait  of  Lincoln,  the  log  cabin  in 
which  he  was  born,  the  White 
House,  in  which  he  lived  as  President,  and  a 
complimentary  border  that  "ties  in" 
the  full  page. 

If  you  have  been  waiting  for  an  album  page 
to  mount  the  many  stamps  honoring 
Lincoln,  your  answer  is  this 
WHITE  ACE  Topical  page. 

There  are  other  WHITE  ACE  Topical  Album 
Pages  covering  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
.  .  .  subjects  of  special  interest  as: 
Animals,  Birds  and  Insects,  Fish,  Flowers, 
Medicine  and  Health,  Music,  Railroads, 
Religion,  Ships,  Sports,  Scouts  and 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt.  Each  of  these  pages  is 
lithographed  in  multi-color  .  . .  colors  that 
are  specially  chosen  to  compliment  the 
subject.  Punched  and  round  cornered  for  standard 
three-ring  binders,  the  pages  are  8V2"  x  11". 

PACKAGE  OF  FIFTEEN  PAGES  (Any  one  subject)  $1.00 
TRIAL  ASSORTMENT  —  Package  containing  one  each  of  the 
mentioned  subjects  $1.35 


BANK  NOTE  REPORTER 

I OLA,  UI 
MONTHLY 


DECEMBER  1967 


Where  are  Iincoln's  gold 
encased  postage  stamps? 


By  Alan  Herbert 


What  would  you  do  if  you  ran 
across  the  following  quote  from 
The  Numismatist,  dated  March 
1911,  in  the  column  "Live 
American  Numismatic  Items," 
by  Edgar  H.  Adams? 

"For  some  time,  so  close  has 
been  the  attention  paid  to  the 
series  of  encased  postage  stamps 
it  seemed  as  if  all  varieties  had 
been  discovered  and  classified. 
However,  Mr.  J.W.  Scott 
informs  us  that  there  are  still  a 
few  other  varieties  not  generally 
known. 

Mr.  Scott,  who  personally 
knew  Mr.  Gault,  the  manufac- 
turer of  the  encased  postage 
stamps,  says  that  the  latter  once 
told  him  that  the  first  year  he 
produced  the  encased  stamps  he 
made  up  a  complete  set,  ranging 
in  denomination  from  one  to 
ninety  cents,  and  put  the  stamps 
in  cases  made  of  gold  instead  of 
the  usual  brass.  This  set  he  for- 
warded to  President  Lincoln. 
Where  they  are  today  no  one 
seems  to  know,  but  probably 

■-..■they,  are  in  the  possession  of 
some  member  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
family." 

Almost    any  numismatist, 
whether  a  collector  of  encased 
postage  stamps  or  not,  would  — 
■  or  should  —  be  intrigued.  Locat- 
ing such  a  set  would  be  almost  as 

f  ...thrilling  as  actually  owning  it. 
Did  such  a  set  actually  exist?  If 
so  where  would  it  be  likely  to 
be? 

John    Gault    patented  his 
■     encased  postage  stamp  idea  in 
i. T*AugustM.J862,-,so  that-would-be 
about  the "time'that' this'set  of" 
gold  encased  stamps  was  made 
I  "and  sent  to  President  Lincoln.  A 
second  logical  assumption  is  that 
the  Scoville  Manufacturing  Co. 
of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  who 
actually  made  the  brass  cases, 
!  would  also  have  madethe  gold 
.  set.  -  -  .  .... 
•     Following  a  cold  trail  like  this 
is  not  just  a  case  of  checking  a 
single  source.  Among  others, 
calls  were  made  to  the  Lincoln 
Home  and  the  Illinois  Historical 
Library  in  Springfield;  The  Lin- 
 -coin  Library  Museum  main- 
tained by  the  Lincoln  National 
Life   Insurance   Co.   in  Fort 
wayne,  ind.,  the  Smithsonian 
Numismatic  Department,  Sco- 
ville and  a  number  of.  experts  in 
the  field. 


In  every  case  my  inquiry  met 
with  failure,  although  in  each 
case  a  careful  check  of  the  avail- 
able records  was  made  for  me. 
Without  exception  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  set  was  greeted  with 
surprise,  as  the  report  of  the 
existance  of  the  set  in  1911  is 
unknown  to  present  day 
museum  curators  and  has  been 
overlooked  by  most  collectors. 

It's  not  for  lack  of  trying  that 
the  set  has  never  surfaced. 
Researchers  in  the  past  have 
checked  every  conceivable 
source,  followed  every  rumor, 
incl"ding  tales  that  the  set  was 
vanously  at  Boy's  Town,  or  in 
the  collection  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society.  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association 
staff  member  Ken  Bressett,  who 
had  access  to  that  collection, 
confirmed  that  it  was  not  found 
there. 

If  the  set  really  exists  and 
could  be  found,  an  interesting 
circumstance  arises.  "What  is 
such  a  set  worth?"  Ask  a  given 
number  of  specialists  in  encased 
postage  stamps,  and  you  are 
likely  to  have  an  equal  number 
of  different  answers. 

We  know  from  the  description 
that  the  rare  90-cent  encasement  ; 
was  part  of  the  set:  But,  was  the 
super  ranty,  the  two-cent,  also 
included?  Then  the  gold:  set 
would  consist  of  the  IK,  2«,  3«, 
5«,  10«,  12«,  24C,  30«  and  90«,- 
a  total  of  nine  pieces. 

Do  we  dare  hope  that  the  set*;, 
would  be  a  true  "new"  grade?  As  I 
Len  Glaser  notes  in  the  Standard  I 
Catalog  of  U.S.  Paper  Money  S 
section    on    encased  -postage 
stamps,  "NEW  (is)  a  condition 
unknown  among  Encased  Post- 
age Stamps.  While  they .  do, 
indeed,  exist,  specimens  which 
show  no  wear  (or)  traces  of  cir- 
culation on  the  case,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  stamp  and/or  mica 
will  always  contain  some  imper- 
fection which  prevents  the  accu- 
rate description  of  any  Encased 
Postage  Stamp  as  'New.'"  ;  j 

Len  was  one  of  the  first  of  sev- 
eral experts  who  put  small  cre- 
dence in  the  second-hand  report. 
A  curious  theme  ran  through 
almost  every  response  -  "What 
would  be  the  point  of  such  a 
set?"  -,  .  - 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the 
dream,  simple  arithmatic  for  a 
brass  set  in  top  grade  gives  us  a 
starting  point.  Catalog  value  in 
XF  for  the  nine  denominations 


are:  $300,  $12,000  (VF),  $350,, 
$375,  $500,  $1,000,  $3,000, 
$4,000  and  $9,000  —  or 
$30,525  in  total.  Crank  in  the 
factors  that  the  set  is  unique, 
that  it  has  major  historical  sig- 
nificance because  it  belonged  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  then 
decide  on  a  multiplier.  Even  if 
we  started  with  a  three,  it 
becomes  a  six-figure  set. 

Naturally,  the  question  of 
value  is  purely  academic  as 
undoubtedly  if  the  set  ever  did 
—  or  still  -  exists,  it  is  safely 
impounded  in  a  museum,  and  it 
is  unlikely  to  ever  be  available  to 
the  hobby,  but  establishing  some 
sort  of  value  makes  for  some 
interesting  discussion. 

Fred  Reed,  in  his  forthcoming 
book  on  encased  postage  stamps 
mentions  the  rumors  of  the  gold 
set.  His  reaction  is  a  repeat  of 
the  pointlessness  of  making  such 
a  set,  and  he  offers  a  logical  the- 
ory as  to  the  source  of  the  story. 
In  1864  Gault  made  a  number  of 
campaign  items,  for  Lincoln  and 
others,  using  cases  similar  to  the 
stamps,  but  enclosing  ferrotypes 
of  the  candidates.  Reed  thinks  it 
is  possible  some  of  these  cases_ 


might  have  been  made  in  gold. 

From  bits  and  pieces  of  evi- 
dence I  can  draw  a  picture  of 
Gault  as  given  to  hyperbole, 
Scott  a  master  of  exaggeration, 
and  Adams  as  a  wr  iter  interested 
in  titilating  his  meager  audience 
of  the  era.  If  the  story  had  sur- 
faced in  the  1 860s,  it  would  have 
been  far  easier  to  trace,  and  eval- 
uate for  accuracy  than  it  was  50 
years  later  when  all  of  the  princi- 
pals were  dead. 

One  of  my  sources  com- 
mented, "If  one  or  two  of  the 
gold  cases  turned  up,  we  would 
have  problems  with  their 
authenticity.  They  might  not 
even  bring  any  more  than  a  brass 
case,  but  if  the  gold  cases  turned 
up,  along  with  a  letter  from  Lin- 
coln thanking  Gault,  then  the 
sky  is  the  limit  on  what  they 
would  bring." 

My  personal  thoughts  parallel 
those  of  the  experts.  Gault  in 
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1862  would  have  been  an 
unknown,  competing  for  the 
President's  attention  with  an 
untried  invention  that  probably 
would  have  been  labeled  a 
"ciank"  idea.  Even  after  it 
became  a  limited  success  there 
would  have  been  little  reason  to 
make  such  a  presentation,  but  by 
then  the  invention  could  have 
led  to  a  market  for  the  ferrotype 
campaign  items.  If  a  contract  for 
the  encased  pictures  exists,  it  too 
is  unknown  to  present 
researchers. 

With  the  limited  evidence 
available  125  years  later,  the 
story  is  an  interesting  legend, 
possibly  based  on  some  small 
kernel  of  truth,  but  lacking  all 
tangible  evidence  to  support  it. 
It  makes  for  interesting  reading, 
delightful  speculation,  but 
unless  something  new  tums  up, 
it  remains  a  doubtful  footnote  in 
the  history  of  our  hobby. 


Does  a  set  of  gold  encased  postage  stamps,  exist,  once  presented  to 
^President  Abraham  Lincoln  by  inventor  Gault?      "  -  *  .  . 


